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m Words with the /i:/sound spelt ‘ei’ (usually after ‘c’ - for example, ceiling)
Supporting Resource 5.23 (list of ‘ei’ and ‘ie’ words)

Teaching activity

Stress that the grapheme ‘ei’ can represent lots of different phonemes.
It can also be very hard to know whether fo use ‘ei’ or ‘ie’. Sometimes
people use the rule ‘i’ before ‘e’ except affer ‘c’, but this isn'f sufficient.

Use the lists of words on the resource provided, read them and sort them

according fo whether they include ‘ie’ or ‘ei’.

Now focus on the words with ‘ei’. What do pupils notice about the sound
that the ‘ei’ is representing?

Pupils should sort these words info groups. You should end up with ftwo
main sounds (‘ei’ as in ceiling, and ‘ei’ as in vein). What is the same about
all the words in the ceiling group?

Try fo help pupils draw ouf some generalisafions:
+ 'Clisusually followed by ‘ei’ making the long /i:/ sound (ceiling).
¢ The other most common sound is the long /e1/ sound (vein).
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Year 5 - Block 4 - Lessons 13-15

ie’ e’ cei - ‘ei" ofher
ie chief shield ceiing vein weird
die pierce yield receive rein protein
ple field science receipt reign their
fie priest relief deceit veil either
thief fierce pier perceive weigh neither

belief mischief patient conceit freight height
griet quiet view neice eight heir
brief friend ancient neighbour

piece medieval glacier sovereign

review obedient

fiery
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Supporting Resource 5.23 (list of ‘ei’ and ‘ie’ words)

Focus for this session on the words with ‘ie’ and ‘ei’ and see if further
generalisations can be drawn.

Return to the lists of words from the last session and ask pupils fo
investigate them, using the following questions as prompts:

Which spelling is more common: ‘ie’ or ‘ei'2

Are there any sounds which are only represented by one of these
graphemes?

Which words are tricky exceptions?

Teaching activity Is there anything about where in a word the grapheme occurs which
helps us2

Notes:

* Most words use ‘ie’.
‘ie’ is the only grapheme used as a word ending.
‘ei’ is the only grapheme used as a word beginning.
c'is usually followed by ‘ei’ (with a few exceptions: science, glacier,
ancient).
The long /e1/ sound is usually represented by ‘ei’.
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Supporting Resource 5.23 (list of ‘ei’ and ‘ie’ words), spelling journals

Do a spelling fest with a selection of ‘ei’ and ‘ie’ words. Focus on the ones
TeeiT C=iy that conform fo the conventions discussed, plus a few exception words.
9 Pupils need to note any that they are sfill finding tricky in their spelling

journals.





