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[image: ]This week you need to read the following slides to learn why the ‘House of Wisdom’ became the centre of learning to the Islamic civilisation. Then you need to use the facts learnt to produce a prospectus (information poster) to explain the reasons why people studies here:
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Using the template on the back, recall at least five reasons why people should study at the House of Wisdom, try to give as much detail in your explanations and avoid repeating yourself in each of the five reasons.
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I would like you to create an information sheet about the festival and why it is so important to Muslims such as: a poster or leaflet or short presentation. You can do it anyway you would like using any media you choose. 
Here is an information sheet if you can not access it online. There are also video clips online. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpdtsbk/articles/zhjjf4j
Eid ul-Adha ('Festival of Sacrifice') is one of the most important festivals in the Muslim calendar.
The festival remembers the prophet Ibrahim's willingness to sacrifice his son when God ordered him to.
When is Eid ul-Adha celebrated?
Eid ul-Adha is a public holiday in Muslim countries. In 2020, Eid ul-Adha will begin on the evening of Thursday 30 July and end on the evening of Monday 3 August.

What is the story of Eid ul-Adha?
Eid ul-Adha celebrates the time when Ibrahim had a dream which he believed was a message from Allah asking him to sacrifice his son Isma'il as an act of obedience to God.
[image: A ram beside a knife]
The devil tempted Ibrahim by saying he should disobey Allah and spare his son. As Ibrahim was about to kill his son, Allah stopped him and gave him a lamb to sacrifice instead.
How is Eid celebrated?
In some countries, Muslims sacrifice a sheep or goat (in Britain the animal is killed at a slaughter house). The meat is shared equally between family, friends and the poor.
Eid usually starts with Muslims going to the Mosque for prayers. They dress in their best clothes and thank Allah for all the blessings they have received. It is a time when they visit family and friends. Muslims will also give money to charity so that poor people can celebrate too.

Hajj
[image: Aerial view of Makkah]Muslims celebrate Eid ul-Adha on the last day of the Hajj. The Hajj is pilgrimage to Makkah in Saudi Arabia. It occurs every year and is the Fifth Pillar of Islam (and therefore very important). 
All Muslims who are fit and able to travel should make the visit to Makkah at least once in their lives.Every year around 2 million Muslims from all over the world visit Makkah for Hajj.


During the Hajj the pilgrims perform acts of worship and renew their faith and sense of purpose in the world. They stand before the Ka'bah, a shrine built by Ibrahim, and praise Allah together.

The Ka'bah
The Ka'bah is the most important monument in Islam. Pilgrims walk around the Ka'bah seven times and many of them try to touch the Black Stone located at the corner.
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House of Wisdom Prospectus
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The House of Wisdom

Scholars from the House of Wisdom would travel widely to collect texts from all over the

world. They would bring them back to translate them into Arabic. By the second half of the

Qi century, the House of Wisdom stored more books than anywhere else in the world and
was attracting the most brilliant Arab and Persian minds to study there.

A lot of original research happened. For example, the famous mathematician AlKhwarizmi
worked there and is famous for his contributions to the development of algebra.

On the right is a 13* century Arabic
translation of Materia Medica, an
ancient book of medicine.

On the left is a page from Al-
Khwarizmis al-Jabr.
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The House of Wisdom

Bayt AbHikma, or ‘The House of Wisdon’, was built in AD 830 in Baghdad. It
was founded by Caliph Harun AtRashid. He encouraged learning and invited
scholars of different faiths to his court and treated them with great respect.

3 1.3 iLab

The House of Wisdom was a library and research facility which collected and

translated scientific writing from many languages including Persian, Indian,
Ancient Greek and Roman texts. Let’s find out more here.
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Activity

1. You have been asked by the
caliph to get more people to
study at the house of wisdom!
Create a 2 minute advert
thinking of at least 5 reasons
why people should go there.

2. Can you design a prospectus
using the ideas from your
advert?
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The House of Wisdom

Muhammad alldrisi created this world map for Roger IT of Sicily in 1154. In
order to produce the work, Aldrisi interviewed experienced travellers.
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The House of Wisdom

Other famous scholars ranged from incredible engineers, such as the Banu Musa brothers,
who wrote the ‘Book of Ingenious Devices’ which describes about 100 devices and how to
use them. Tbn alHaytham performed several experiments, mainly in optics, that are still
celebrated today.

The caliph ordered research projects involving large groups of scholars. He constructed the
first astronomical observatory in Baghdad, and research was carried out on the
circumference of the Earth. A geographic project was commissioned that led to Alldrisi
creating one of the most detailed and accurate maps of the time.

On the right s a drawing of a
self trimming lamp in Ahmad
ibn Musa and ibn Shakir’s book
about mechanical devices.

On the left is Alldrisis map of
the world (12% century).





