[image: ][image: ]History: I can identify reasons why the early Islamic civilisation became a major power, know about the Silk Road trade route and the items offered for trade
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Now cut out the trading items below and stick them on your map where they originally came from:
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* Use maps or atlases to help you mark the following places on this map showing the Silk Road trading
routes: Baghdad, Europe, Eqypt, China, India.

- What other significant places could also be included?
* What items did the different places offer for trade?
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Trading Items

Have a look at the items on your activity sheet.
Why do you think these products were considered to be valuable trading items?

Where do you think they originally came from? (Remember some items might
have originated in more than just one place).
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The Rise of a Major Power

The time around the 8" century onwards is known in Islamic history as the
Golden Age of Islam. During this time, the Islamic civilisation established itself as
a major world power.
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Trade and Industry

During the Golden Age of Islam, from around the 8% century, trade and industry
across nations flourished. Baghdad’s position at the centre of the east to west
trade routes helped the city to become a major power.

In Baghdad, specialised trades and
products developed and officials were
employed to make sure that craftsmen
made quality products using the correct
tools and techniques.

Why do you think trading was significant in helping to build a
powerful Islamic empire?
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Trade Routes

This map shows the ancient T, /
Silk Road trade route { —<
linking east to west, along
which traders could travel
to sell their wares.

Questions

1. How do you think
people travelled on the
route?

2. How did they carry all
their goods?
It is called the Silk Road because it was first
used to carry Chinese silk during the time of
the Chinese Han dynasty (206 BC — AD 220).





