Activity 1
	What your character wants (an object, a skill, a friend, to be part of a club/team or maybe even a place they want to visit)
	Why they can’t have this object or why they can’t do this skill or be part of the club/team etc?
	Where do these events take place? (there should be at least two different settings)
	How they are treated in not being able to do something/have something etc?
	What do they try to do/get instead of what they want?
	How does it get resolved?
Do they learn a skill, how and who helps them? Do they save up for the object? Etc.

	Delroy wants a mouth-organ like the other boys at school
	Mum can’t afford one
	Home
In the yard with the animals
At school
In the park
	They tease Delroy, ignore him and won’t let him share their mouth-organs.
They don’t let him join in with their games and they blank him in the park.
	He learns how to play a comb (taught by his dad), but they all laugh at him and tease him about it.
	Mum buys him a mouth organ but he gets accused of stealing Wildo’s. Mr Goodall retrieves Wildo’s mouth organ from his desk after finding it on the floor. Wildo apologises and Delroy if part of the ‘Mouth-Organ Boys’.

	Jimmy wants to be able to swim like all the other children in his class. All the other children meet up for the fun swimming sessions with the inflatables on a Saturday and some are in the swimming team. Jimmy can only go in the baby pool.
	Mum and dad are really busy with their new business and cannot take him to swimming lessons. They need all the money they earn to be reinvested in the business so no money for swimming lessons. 
	Home
School
Swimming pool/leisure centre
	They make fun of Jimmy when he agrees to meet up the swimming pool as he has to go in the baby pool and wear armbands. Every time they see him at school they laugh at him and make do gurgling sounds like a baby.
	He learns a street dance routine that his sister taught him. However he falls flat on his face as he was so nervous. They all think it is hilarious and make jokes at his expense.
	Over the summer holidays he goes to stay with his aunt, uncle and cousin in the country as his parents are busy with work. They have a pool and his cousin teaches him to swim. He practices everyday. When he goes back to school, he doesn’t tell anyone that he can swim. In a swimming lesson he races against the other boys and beats them, getting picked for the school team.

	






	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	







	




Activity 3-Read the boxed up plan below about ‘The Swimming Squad’.


	Story Mountain
	Mouth-Ogan Boys
	The Swimming Squad


	Opening
	I wanted a mouth-organ more than anything in the world. 
I told my mother but she kept ignoring me. 
She never listened, she never understood. 
No money, just bought new shoes and Clothes for Independence Celebrations. 
	I wished that I could swim, I wanted it more than the anything else.
My dad and mum were too busy with work: their new catering business was taking off and they had lots of events to cook for not to mention the weddings that they did at the weekend.
I badgered them but they kept saying that they had no time to take me to swimming lessons. 
All their money was needed to buy new equipment and ingredients.
All that mattered was ‘Delicious Dining’ and the new industrial sized oven.
I would have to wait they told me.


	

	Build Up
	In the schoolyard, WH and the MOB teased me about not having a mouth-organ as well as answering a question right in class. 
They told me I had a big head and a big mouth.
I showed the boys how I could play something different. 
My dad taught me. 
Everyone was interested, everybody looked at me. 
I had to stop as they laughed.
 I was angry. I didn’t want anything more to do with the mouth-organ boys.
	After school on Friday, my mates Harry and the (Swimming Squad SS) all asked me to go swimming at the weekend.
I agreed.
Arriving at the ‘Fun Inflatables’ session, we changed into their swimming costumes. I followed.
I was nervous as I got into the pool but tried to hide it. I played from the shallow end but they moved into deeper water. They splashed water and dived under the water.
Soon, after hanging onto the poolside, the lifeguard asked me to move to the baby pool as I couldn’t swim. 
I was so embarrassed and my friends laughed at me, made doggy-paddling and drowning movements at me.
Even the toddlers looked at me sadly.
I was angry/embarrassed and sad and ran out of the pool, got change and hurried home.
All I wanted to do was to be able to swim!

The summer holidays came and I was sent to stay with my Auntie Jane and Uncle Luke and their son (my cousin) Kit in the countryside. They had a pool in the garden. 
Kit taught me how to swim. It was a hot summer and we swam several times a day. We played in the pool for hours. We even went to the seaside and had a go at surfing. 
Life was cool and I couldn’t wait to show the SS.

	Climax
/ Problem
	Next day, I sat and joked a little with the MOB. I was really happy.
After lunch, Wildo and the gang were really unhappy and cross. 
Wildo accused me of stealing his mouth-organ. 
The boys searched my pocket and found my new mouth-organ.
	After the summer holidays, I sat with the SS in the canteen and had a giggle about one of the new teachers in class today.
I was chuffed and felt good about myself. 
I told them about being able to swim.
Harry suddenly was cross, looked me in the eye, and accused me of lying about being able to swim. 
He and the squad may silly drowning motions with their arms and faces. 
They all told me not to lie and flung a pair of armbands at me.




	Resolution
	Bell rang. 
I saw myself in front of the Headmaster, getting caned. 
Wildo told Mr G I had stolen his mouth-organ.
Mr G told Wildo mouth-organ was found on the floor.
	Lunch was over and PE started: swimming.
I donned a pair of Kit’s old swimming shorts and walked out. 
The SS laughed at me.
Mrs Jones the teacher told them to be quiet and started to line us up to test how well we could swim.
I waited and made sure I was in the same line as the SS. 
Harry looked at me and said something rude to me.
Whistle went.
I dived in.
Slowly I overtook them one by one until it was just Harry and myself. He was tiring and I effortlessly swam past him touching the end of the pool first. 
Everyone was amazed, everyone cheered, the SS looked stunned. 

	Ending
	Mr G made Wildo Harris say sorry.
Oh it felt good, it felt really good being one of the MOB.
	Mrs J put me on the Swimming Squad as the lead swimmer and soon after I became captain.
Oh it felt good, if felt really good being part of the SS.















Activity 3-Magpieing Sentences
Read and edit these sentences magpied from The Mouth-Organ Boys Text to suit our new Innovate Story idea. Look to edit dialogue, punctuating your speech within the narrative correctly. Choose about 8-10 sentences to change: you do not need to do them in order- do the ones you feel inspired by. You could even try and change the sentences to a different section of the story or add more detail to the end or beginning of the original sentence.  e.g, from:  I wanted a mouth-organ more than anything in the world.   
to……     
I was desperate to be able to swim, it was more important to me than anything in the whole wide world, in fact it was more important to me than anything in the whole of the universe!!

‘What d’you want a mouth-organ for Delroy?’
I told my mother but she kept ignoring me. She never listened, she never understood. 
‘Why is that so important? You don’t have to have something just because others have it.’
‘They won’t have me with them without a mouth-organ Mam, Wildo Harris never changes his mind and he never let’s any other boy change his mind either’.
Money doesn’t grow on trees; I’ve just bought you new shoes and Clothes for Independence Celebrations.
She never listened, she never understood. Go and feed the fowls then milk the goat before you get ready for school.
All my friends had a mouth-organ, Wildo, Desmond, Len, Jim – everybody had one, except me. I couldn’t go round with them now. I used to be their friend. Now they push me away.
With the fowls fed and the goats milked, I quickly doused my face, hands and legs before setting off to school. I ran wondering whether the mouth-organ boys would let me sit with them today. 
Our teacher Mr Goodall, who had big muscles and a moustache, had already started writing on the blackboard when I arrived.
Staring around the classroom Mr Goodall picked out Wildo Harris for a question.
Mr Goodall ignored him and announced ‘Please stand up when you answer a question?’
I didn’t know I knew the answer. I quickly stood up. I gave my answer. I sat back down in relief once Mr Goodall acknowledged ‘That’s correct.’
Wildo joked about me answering the class ‘Delroy Brown isn’t only a big head. Delroy Brown can answer questions with a big mouth.’
Wildo, Len and Desmond were sat under the tree, none of them would share their mouth-organs when I begged them to have a go.
‘Look I can do something different as a Mouth-Organ boy. Everyone was interested. Everybody looked at me.
‘I can play the comb, my dad taught me,’ I said proudly. 

Later after dinner I went for a stroll and came across the boys playing mouth organs and dancing in the town square. 

Running back to school, I found the mouth-organ boys under the palm tree, on the bench. I was really happy. They were really unhappy and cross and this was very strange.
Wildo grabbed me and held me tight. ‘You thief!’ he accused. 
‘I’ve lost my mouth-organ and you have stolen it’ Wildo said as he pointed his finger towards my pocket.
‘It’s mine, my mother gave it to me at lunchtime’ I said. But I saw myself up to the Headmaster. I saw myself getting caned. I saw myself disgraced.
Bell rang. We hurried to our class. My head was aching. My hands were sweating. Wildo told Mr Goodall I stole his mouth-organ.

Mr Goodall told Wildo mouth organ was found on the floor.	
How could Wildo compare his dirty red mouth-organ with my new, my beautiful, my shining clean mouth-organ?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity 4
Today, we would like you to take one section from the boxed up plan for ‘The Swimming Squad’.  We do not mind which section it is: it could be from the beginning, middle or end, but find a section you feel inspired to write about. If you want to, you can use ‘The Mouth-Organ Boys’ text to support you with writing that section. Remember we would like to be seeing some descriptive language and expect your sentences to be written in full with the correct punctuation. We are also expecting to see some correctly punctuated speech mixed in with your story telling. Now: remember when you are writing your paragraphs you are not just copying the boxed up plan, you are adding to it to make it interesting and you should be trying to create an atmosphere. [image: ]
We have written a few example paragraphs (using the above section from the boxed-up plan) so that you can see what we mean.
I was absolutely desperate to be able to swim, in fact, right at that moment, it was more important to me than anything else in the whole universe. All though I had spoken to my parents about it, they were far too busy at work with their catering company ‘Delicious Dining’ to really listen to me. You see they had just started this business from scratch: it was really taking off and that meant they needed to be there for hours and often worked well into the night. On top of this, they were often working at weekends too, as the summer season of weddings was in full flow and cooking fancy three course meals for them meant the money was really starting to come in! Despite all of this, the cash was being reinvested in new equipment like the ‘exciting’ new industrial sized oven or new trendy aprons for the waiters……..….whoopee……NOT!! 
I was twelve. I didn’t earn any money and most of the time, if I wasn’t at school, I was stuck with gran while my parents worked. How could I pay for swimming lessons? So I decided to confront them once again.
“Please dad, I really need to be able to swim,” I pleaded. “Will you please pay for me to have some swimming sessions?”
It was actually mum who answered, she looked tired and snapped back, “Jimmy, please don’t go on. We are trying our best. Money does not just appear out of thin air!!”
“But mum, all my mates can swim!” I replied raising my hands in the air.
Mum’s face was red and she had ‘that look’ that I knew not to mess with. She told me in no uncertain terms that, “You don’t need to all be the same. You can be you Jimmy and you don’t need to be able to swim to be cool and part of the gang! We can’t afford swimming lessons so that’s that!”  And that was that, I knew that if I said anymore I would be in trouble.
However over the next few days, I did keep badgering them (mainly dad) about taking me to swimming lessons, but it was no use, they had no time, no energy and no spare pounds. I didn’t like it but I would have to wait.
Now it is your go!!
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