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The Danelaw — gt century AD

n 865CE a massive Viking army arrived from
Denmark and conquered northern, central and
eastern England. But in 878CE the Anglo-Saxon
ing, Alfred of Wessex, managed to stop the
advance by defeating the Vikings in battle. He
made an agreement to draw a boundary
between his land and their kingdom, which was
named the Danelaw. Meanwhile, Norwegian
Vikings settled in northern and western
Scotland, parts of Wales and the Isle of Man in
he Irish Sea.
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Viking Settlements

A scene in the Shetland Islands, north of

Scotland, one of the areas settled by Vikings.

The houses have thick walls and small
windows to keep the heat in during winter.

In the Danelaw, the area the Vikings
once ruled, you can often tell you're
visiting an old Viking settlement by its
name. Typical Viking place names end
with -by, -thorpe, -toft, -thwaite, -holme
and -kirk. Look on a map of north and
east England to spot them.

Historians study
the many Viking
objects found in
Britain, such as this
coin, to build up a
picture of Viking life.
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Viking Alphabet

Similarly to the pagan Anglo-Saxons, Vikings wrote with symbols
called runes. Here is the runic alphabet:
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Edward the Confessor

Cnut died in 1035. His son Harold,
known as Harold Harefoot, became
king. Harold died very soon. Now
son of Cnut and Emma
of Normandy, became king only to
die at about the age of 25 in 1042.

Edward, Emma of Normandy's
second son by Aethelred, became
King Edward the Confessorin 104:2.
The throne returned to an Anglo- i

Saxon king until his death in :I.m
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Fighting again —11™ century AD

Eventually the Vikings conquered
the whole of England. In 1013
Sweyn of Denmark conquered
England and became king. The
Anglo-Saxon King Aethelred fled
to Normandy. Sweyn died in 1014
and his son the Danish King Cnut
became King of England.

Cnut (or Canute) married
Aethelred’s widow Emma of

Normandy following Aethelred'’s
death to help keep the peace.
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Cnut, a Danish Viking, becomes the king of England
(including Wessex), Denmark, and Norway. During
Cnut's reign (1016-1035), Danes and Anglo-Saxons
live in peace throughout most of England.
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Danegeld — 10" century AD

The Vikings who had come to Britain

became Christian and in England

their land was gradually reconquered

by Alfred’s son, Edwarc},, and
randson, Athelstan the Great — the
irst King of England.

But in the 10th century, Danish
Vikings began to attack England
again. For a while they were paid off
with ransom money called the

Id by King Aethelred the
Unready.
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Viking Raids

In the 8th century, bloodthirsty
raiders began sailing to Britain
from Norway, Sweden and
Denmark. They were given the
name ‘Vikings’, which means ‘sea
pirates’. At first they attacked,
stole whatever they could find,
and went home.
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Dressed for battle, this man is
wearing a replica Viking helmet
and carrying a replica sword. These
are copies of real Viking artefacts
discovered by archaeologists.
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Viking longships

The Vikings built fast ships for raiding and war.
These ships were 'dragon-ships' or 'longships'. The
Vikings also had slower passenger and cargo ships

called knorrs. They built small boats for fishing or
short trips.

Viking longships could sail in shallow water. So they
could travel up rivers as well as across the sea. In a
raid, a ship could be hauled up on a beach. The
Vikings could jump out and start fighting, and then
make a quick getaway if they were chased. Shields
were tied over the oar holes when the ships were in
port. The shields were very important for protection
in battle.
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Viking longships

AViking ship had one big square sail made of woven wool.
In some ships, the mast for the sail could be folded down.
When there was not enough wind for the sail, the men
rowed with long wooden oars. This meant they weren‘t
dependent on the wind, therefore the oars were the main
source of power.

A dragon-ship had room for between 50 and 60 men. Most
of the men would be rowing with a few steering and
navigating. To steer the ship, one man worked a big
steering oar at the back end, or stern.

The men slept and ate on deck. There was some space
below deck for stores, but no cabins.
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Viking Raids

The first terrifying Viking raids began in 793CE. The people living
in England at this time were called Anglo-Saxons. They were
Christian, but the early Viking raiders were not. They attacked
Christian monasteries, which were undefended and had valuable
treasures inside. They killed monks, stole treasure and set fire to
the buildings. They also attacked villages, killing the locals or
taking them home as slaves.
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Viking longships
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At the curved front end of the ship was a carved
wooden figure-head. Figureheads on ships were
meant to scare enemies.

The Vikings travelled ve?/ long distances across
the Oceans to places as far away as America and
Africa.

However, it wasn't as easy as it sounds, even for
a seafaring people like the Vikings; the longships
often capsized if the wind was blowing from the
beam (the side) and it is thought that almost half
of those ships that set sail for Greenland and
Iceland were lost due to bad weather.
oo




image6.png
Vikin

{Vinland (10007)

Labrador
Sea

North
Atlantic
Sea

B Norwegian
N Danish
B Swedish

Viking Settlement





